Systemic lupus erythematosus.
Recent investigations in systemic lupus erythematosus (SLE) have disclosed the presence of paramyxo-virus-like nucleocapsids in the cytoplasm of renal endothelial cells of patients with this disease. Elaborate techniques have failed to demonstrate conclusively that these are indeed viruses. Concomitantly, there is increasing evidence that SLE patients have defective cell-mediated-immunity. A 3-year-old child with SLE exhibited clinical evidence of defective cellular immunity. At postmortem, paramyxoviruslike tubular structures were demonstrated in her kidneys. Additional findings included the presence of intracytoplasmic viral particles consistent morphologically with herpes simplex virus in neurons from the lateral geniculate body and numerous "nuclear bodies" in neurons and glial cells. A dysplastic thymus gland demonstrated virtual absence of lymphocytes and was devoid of Hassall corpuscles, unlike the thymus usually seen in SLE.